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For Christopher Jones, Amy 
Pearson and Jake Coffey, 
along with two other students 
from Lincoln University in 
Lincoln, England, their time 
here has been a life-changing 
experience. All five of them 
are studying media production 
at Lincoln and are in their 
sophomore year of college.
The arrival
On Aug. 14, they arrived 
full of excitement, greeted by 
MSUM faculty and a friend 
they’d met during his own 
exchange to England last year.
The air was thick and muggy 
when they walked outside the 
airport, something they were 
not used to encountering back 
home.
Pearson, who had never been 
to America before, reveled in 
the change of climate.
“When we first got here, I 
went outside the airport and 
it was really hot and it was 
so humid and it was so, like 
different,” Pearson said. “I was 
struggling to breathe. The air 
was so thick. We aren’t used 
to such high humidity back 
home.”
After first noticing the 
extreme climate change, the five 
Brits loaded their belongings 
and were ready to begin seeing 
their first glimpses of their new 
home, Moorhead.
During the first week of their 
arrival, they were invited to go 
tubing on Big Cormorant Lake 
and relaxed when they weren’t 
making new discoveries. 
“The first week was cool. We 
just chilled and experienced a 
lot of stuff,” Coffey said.
Reasons for the exchange
The five friends all shared 
similar reasons as to why they 
decided to do an exchange, 
but they all varied in their 
backgrounds of American 
traveling.
For Pearson, originally from 
Watford, London, this was 
especially different.
“I’ve never been to America 
before, so when the opportunity 
came up, I wanted to come 
here and study here so I could 
travel and experience college in 
America,” Pearson said.
Jones, a native of Nottingham, 
has vacationed in America 
before.
“I’ve been to America before, 
but the tourist places, so like, 
 
Go back in time to the 1930s with the cast 
of “Cabaret.” 
This musical takes place in the Kit-Kat-Klub, 
a nightclub in Berlin. “Cabaret,” directed by 
Jennifer Tuttle, a theater professor, is packed 
with drama and controversy. The characters 
are having issues with sexual orientation, 
finding independence, love and the beginning 
of the economic fall in Germany. 
Although this show is a little bit more 
serious then most musicals, it is still full of 
lively and sultry songs. Brianna Lucas, an 
MSUM alumna, choreographed the dances to 
be fun and entertaining to watch.
The show is based around the life of 
Clifford Bradshaw, played by Ivan Olson, 
an American writer who travels to Berlin in 
hopes of finding life and adventure. After 
arriving, he meets a girl named Sally Bowles, 
played by Carolyn Schmitz, a British singer, 
actor and dancer, who is the star at the Kit-
Kat-Klub. Clifford instantly falls in love with 
her. 
While Clifford and Sally are having their 
romance, Herr Schultz, played by Evan 
Christie, is falling in love with Clifford’s 
landlord. Herr Schultz is a Jewish storeowner 
and in the time when Nazis start to take over 
Germany, it’s only a matter of time before 
things go bad. Another character that the 
BY KRISTIN KIRTZ
kirtzkr@mnstate.edu
“Going green” is becoming 
a little easier with a new major 
underway at MSUM. 
MSUM’s faculty has been 
putting their heads together, 
incorporating environmental 
education into their coursework 
for years. Their hard work 
has paid off, helping create 
the only bachelor’s degree in 
sustainability in Minnesota or 
North Dakota. 
MSUM is one of the few 
universities in the country to 
focus on the entire spectrum 
of sustainability, offering six 
emphases to help students 
choose their specific field 
of interest. These emphases 
are business, construction 
management, energy 
sustainability, environmental 
policy, environmental science 
and operations management.
The business emphasis will 
focus on entrepreneurships 
and businesses opening up 
in the field of sustainibality. 
The emphasis in operations 
management will focus on 
sustainibility management, 
for example in a factory. 
Construction management 
will focus on building more 
sustainable housing.
Environmental science is 
research into environmental 
issues, while environmental 
policy will focus on developing 
British Invasion: Exchange students talk of America
BY BRITTANY OLAFSON
olafsonbr@mnstate.edu






‘Cabaret’ dances into Gaede
The dancers from the musical “Cabaret” strike a pose during the number “Don’t Tell Mama.” The show runs this weekend in Gaede.
JESSICA FLEMING  • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
CABARET, PAGE 9 SUSTAINABILITY, PAGE  8
BRITISH, PAGE 6
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News Briefs MSUM Briefs
10.2
7:30 p.m. - Cabaret - 
Gaede Theatre
5:30 p.m. - Volleyball 
game - Nemzek 
fieldhouse
1 p.m. - Women’s soccer 
vs. U of Mary - Nemzek 
soccer field
2 p.m. - Cabaret - Gaede 
Theatre
4 p.m. - Volleyball vs. 
MSU Mankato - Nemzek 
fieldhouse
7:30 p.m. - Cabaret - 
Gaede Theatre
1 p.m. - Women’s soccer 
vs. Northern State - 
Soccer field
2 p.m. - Cabaret - Gaede 
Theatre
3 p.m. - Wind ensemble 
concert - Glasrud 
Auditorium
4 p.m. - “What am I good 
at?” workshop - MacLean 
181
7 p.m. - Galaxies 
Planetarium show - 
Bridges 167
6 p.m. - MSUM orchestra 
- Hansen Theatre
8 p.m. - Grocery bag 
bingo - CMU Ballroom
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Do 
something nice day - 
CMU main lounge
News briefs taken from thedailybeast.com.
Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
The Advocate is published weekly during 
the academic year, except during final 
examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor. 
They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone 
number, year in school or occupation and any 
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday 
and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 
or emailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. 
The Advocate reserves the right to edit letters 
and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee 
the publication of any letter. 
“I don’t think about old people sexually at 
all.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication 
by Minnesota State University Moorhead 
students and is printed by Davon Press, West 
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2011, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and 
illustrators. Meetings are held at noon every 
Monday in the mass comm lounge. 
Contact the editor for more information or 
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Matt Lech, opinion editor
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Kristin Kirtz, copy editor
Alicia Strnad, copy editor
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9/19
Suspicious mail at the post 
office in MacLean. Contents 
checked and disposed of by 
Public Safety staff.
9/20
Fire alarm in Hagen - caused 
by steam, Moorhead Fire 
responded and referred the issue 
to maintenance.
Male reported locating his 
missing bike in the bike rack 
by MacLean. Male was unable 
to verify the bicycle was his 
via identifying markings/
serialnumber, no action taken.
9/21
Life reported a resident possibly 
missing/suicidal. Resident was 
located and welfare was checked.
Suspicious intoxicated male 
older than 21 years of age located 
on the north side of the CMU. 
Male was told MSUM is a dry 
campus and directed to leave. 
9/22
Alcohol violation in Dahl - two 
cited by Moorhead PD for minor 
consuming and minor possessing 
alcohol. Both also referred to 
Campus Judicial.
Suspicious activity reported 
near 14th Street bus stop. Male 
found with hookah. Contents 
were verified as flavored tobacco 
by Public Safety.
9/23
Affinity Plus in the CMU- 
Female reported fraudulent credit 
card transactions on her debit 
card. Moorhead PD responded 
and made a report.
Suspicious activity near 14th 
Street bus stop.  Motorist reported 
someone jumping out into traffic 
with a garbage bag over their 
head. The individual was gone 
on arrival, but garbage bag was 
located in first floor stairwell of 
Dahl.
9/24
Medical north of Dahl on 
sidewalk. Female tripped and 
received a bloody nose.  Refused 
medical attention.
J lot - intoxicated male was 
found tampering with MSUM 
vehicle. Moorhead PD cited the 
male for motor vehicle tampering 
and transported him to detox.
Requested welfare check on two 
juveniles in Nemzek  unattended. 
Moorhead PD responded and 
returned juveniles to their 
residence north of campus.
9/25
Group of individuals were 
seen running from a house off 
campus toward the Wellness 
Center. Group did not comply 
with commands to stop by Public 
Safety. Unable to locate.




Looking for some extra
Holiday Cash?
Midco Connec  ons is currently 
hiring seasonal associates who 
can work anywhere from 20-40 
hours per week.
• No Collec  ons! No Outbound Calls!
• Fun Atmosphere, Casual Dress, Great People
•Weekend Shi   Rate Diff eren  als
A  end a Job Fair:
Friday, Sept. 23       5pm –7pm
Saturday, Sept. 24 9am – 1pm
Thursday, Sept. 29  5pm – 7:30pm
Friday, Sept. 30  8:30am – 11:30am
Posi  on Requirements:
• Weekends required–Both Sat. and Sun.
• Ability to pass basic data entry test and 
background check.
• Computer and customer service 
experience required
Apply Today!
Complete an applica  on online at 
www.midcoconnec  ons.com
4725 Amber Valley Parkway
Fargo, North Dakota EOE
Friday, Sept. 30  1pm – 3pm
C




Saudi woman gets 
10 lashes for driving
Just days after Saudi Arabia’s 
king announced landmark voting 
reforms for women, female 
activist Sheima Jastaniah was 
sentenced to 10 lashes for defying 
the nation’s ban on driving, 
according to fellow activists. 
The ruling is the first of its 
kind – women have been jailed 
before for operating a vehicle, but 
not sentenced. There is no actual 
law on the books in Saudi Arabia 
that prohibits women from 
driving, but religious edicts have 
forbidden it. 
Women, King Abdullah 
announced on Sunday, will be 
able to vote in 2015.
U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton blasted Israel 
on Tuesday for approving 
new homes in contested East 
Jerusalem, saying that she was 
“deeply disappointed” by the 
announcement. 
Sounding frustrated, Clinton 
told reporters at the State 
Department that “we have been 
here before, over many years.” 
Israel’s move comes just when 
the United States and Europe are 
trying to get the Palestinians back 
to the negotiating table that could 
avert a veto showdown over 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ bid 
for statehood through the United 
Nations.
Secretary Clinton blasts 
Israeli settlements
Iran wants to send ships 
to U.S. coast
As if tensions between the 
U.S. and Iran aren’t already high 
enough, the Islamic Republic’s 
navy is now flirting with the 
idea of dispatching ships near 
the Atlantic coast of the United 
States .
Iran seems to be motivated by 
anger caused by one-time ally 
Turkey’s recent commitment 
to warning European NATO 
countries of incoming missile 
threats. 
Iran does not seem fazed by 
warnings from the United States 
and Israel that the two powers 
would be willing to take military 
action if the country does not give 
up its nuclear pursuits. Iran has 
previously asserted that in the 
event of an attack it would simply 
strike back.
Shanghai subway crash 
injures 270
Just two months after a bullet-
train crash killed 35 people near 
Wenzhou, a massive subway 
pileup near Shanghai has injured 
270 people, 20 of them critically, 
and spooked Chinese riders again. 
In Tuesday’s crash, two 
underground trains collided 
because of a signal failure. State 
media blamed the incident on a 
signal malfunction that forced 
staff to direct train traffic via 
telephone. 
“Today is the darkest day in the 
history of the Shanghai Metro’s 
operation,” read a report by the 
local Internet company Sina.
Zhimin Guan, art and design, 
is featured in a solo exhibition 
at the Rourke Art Gallery Oct. 1 
to Nov. 20. The exhibition, titled 
“Solid Light – Zhimin Guan New 
Paintings,” features 25 of Guan’s 
recent landscape, cityscape and 
portraiture works. An opening 
reception and members preview 
is set for 6:30 to 8 p.m. Friday at 
The Rourke Art Gallery, 523 4th 
St. S., Moorhead. Guan will also 
conduct a painting demonstration 
for the public at noon Saturday at 
the Rourke, as part of the Fargo-
Moorhead Visual Artist Art 
Crawl.
Guan has also been invited 
to be a panelist/speaker for the 
2011 Chinese American Artists 
Symposium at the University of 
Wisconsin White Water on Oct. 
20. About 50 Chinese American 
artists and art professors from 
the United States and China will 
attend.
One of Guan’s oil paintings will 
be featured in the 14th Autumn 
Art Auction at the North Dakota 
Museum of Art in Grand Forks 
on Nov.12, and earlier this month, 
four of Guan’s works were 
featured in an exhibit entitled 
“The Raging Red and the Mighty 
Mississippi” at The Minnesota 
Marine Art Museum in Winona, 
Minn.
Zhimin Guan featured 
at Rourke Art Gallery
Rape Aggression Defense 
classes in October
All MSUM women are invited 
to participate in a small group 
structured self-defense program.
Rape Aggression Defense is 
a nationally recognized self-
defense program that teaches 
women to recognize, avoid and 
defend themselves from being 
physically attacked. RAD is a 
combination of simple, effective 
physical techniques specifically 
designed for females along with 
mental and emotional awareness 
and preparation.
Further information can be 
found by visiting RAD’s official 
website or MSUM Public Safety’s 
RAD webpage.
The MSUM Department of 
Public Safety is paying all of 
the related costs of this program 
as part of their commitment to 
the university community. This 
program is open only to female 
faculty, staff and students. 
The tentative class schedule is 
as follows (please note, due to the 
progressive nature of the training, 
it is important that participants 
make every possible effort to 
be at all six class sessions). All 
sessions are from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
the following dates:
   • Monday, Oct. 17
   • Thursday,  Oct. 20
   • Monday, Oct. 24
   • Thursday, Oct. 27
   • Monday, Oct. 31
   • Thursday, Nov. 3
The training will be held on the 
MSUM campus. There is currently 
openings for 15 participants. 
Please email Sgt. Marc Baetsch at 
baetsch@mnstate.edu to confirm 
attendance or with any questions 
or concerns before committing to 
the program.
Vicki Teske, nursing, was 
chosen to attend the Faculty 
Learning About Geriatrics 
summer institute, Aug. 8-12 at 
the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities Campus, joining 
representatives from 24 schools, 
universities and tribal colleges 
from across the country. 
The institute is followed by 
a yearlong mentorship centered 
around specific geriatric nursing 
educational projects. The program 
provides learning experiences 
and resources related to teaching 
and evaluation including use of 
technology enhanced learning 
strategies, geriatric nursing, 
academic leadership and 
informatics.
The FLAG program is offered 
by the Minnesota Hartford Center 
of Geriatric Nursing Excellence 
and sponsored by the John A. 
Hartford Foundation.  It enhances 
the geriatric nursing knowledge 
and resources of nursing faculty 
in order to better prepare the 
future nursing workforce to care 










HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS • Saturday, October 1 • All Ages • The Aquarium • SOLD OUT!
JAMES MCMURTRY • Sunday, October 2 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
TRAILER PARK BOYS • Monday, October 3 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre • SOLD OUT!
ROOT CITY BAND feat. Heatbox • Thursday, October 6 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
40oz. TO FREEDOM • Wednesday, November 9 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
LEON RUSSELL • Saturday, November 12 • All Ages • Belle Mehus Auditorium, Bismark, ND
ROY CLARK • Sunday, November 13 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre
TECH N9NE • Tuesday, November 15 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
WOOKIEFOOT w/ JON WAYNE • Friday, November 18 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
ROSANNE CASH • Saturday, November 19 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre
TESTAMENT & DEATH ANGEL • Monday, November 21 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
GEAR DADDIES • Friday, November 25 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
PUDDLE OF MUDD • Saturday, November 26 • Ages 21+ • The Venue @ The Hub
AWAY IN THE BASEMENT (A Church Basement Ladies Christmas) • Nov. 25-27 • 5 Shows • Fargo Theatre
FIVE FINGER DEATH PUNCH • Tuesday, December 13 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
THE NEW STANDARDS • Thursday, December 22 • All Ages • FM Community Theatre
Tickets for all shows are available at                         (located at 300 
Broadway; open M-F 12-6PM), by phone (701) 205-3182 & online at:
Friday, September 30
32 BELOW
10PM Show • Ages 21+
The Venue @ The Hub
KIPP G AND TONY THE BUTCHER 




7:30PM Show • All Ages
Fargo Theatre
Wednesday, October 12
JO KOY as seen on CHELSEA LATELY




8PM Show • All Ages
The Venue @ The Hub
Sunday, October 16
THE TEMPTATIONS




8PM Show • All Ages
The Venue @ The Hub
Friday, October 28
HAIRBALL
9PM Doors • Ages 21+
The Venue @ The Hub
Tuesday, November 1
MIKE POSNER
8PM Show • All Ages
The Venue @ The Hub
Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011
Acres of Terror 
provides scares
Much is said these days about 
how Hollywood is obsessed with 
the ’80s – every other weekend 
we see another reboot of a classic 
’80s film with a new cast and a 
new director, but no new vision, 
resulting in a pale shadow of 
the original. But, one film out 
now takes the story, setting and 
soundtrack of a typical ’80s film, 
and injects it with a seductive, 
European art film style. Intrigued? 
Then, you should check out 
“Drive.”
“Drive” follows a Hollywood 
stunt-car driver who moonlights 
as a get-away man. When he 
moves into a new apartment, he 
meets a beautiful woman, but she 
has a husband who’s just out of 
jail and in serious debt to the mob. 
To protect the woman, he agrees 
to help the man hold up a pawn 
shop, but when things go bad, the 
driver finds himself on the top of 
everyone’s kill list.
Ryan Gosling turns in a stellar 
lead performance as the Driver – 
yes, that’s his only name in the 
film. With the fewest number of 
lines possible, Gosling commands 
the screen with a calm, confident 
stare, alternating from a carefree 
smirk to a deadly rage in the blink 
of an eye. The Driver may not say 
much, but his actions are always 
compelling.
The supporting cast is also 
superb. Carey Mulligan as the 
Driver’s dream girl matches 
Gosling with a stillness all her own 
and makes their romance work 
in only a few scenes together. 
Bryan Cranston shows up for an 
excellent turn as the Driver’s boss 
and mentor, and comedian Albert 
Brooks delights as a wonderfully 
chilling gangster, able to kill a 
guy with a fork without blinking 
BY CONOR HOLT
holtco@mnstate.edu
Acres of Terror has been 
providing scares for the past 
nine years. Owner Tony Plante 
claims that his haunted farm and 
schoolhouse is the “scariest in the 
Midwest.” 
This haunted attraction, which 
draws thousands of visitors every 
year, is constantly growing. 
Acres of Terror is open until 1 
a.m. every Friday and Saturday 
through Halloween. 
Plante had the dream of opening 
Acres of Terror for quite a while.
“I’ve enjoyed scaring people 
all my life,” Plante said.
The experience is divided 
into two parts. The first part is a 
winding trail through trees and 
cornfields with ax and chainsaw-
wielding maniacs jumping out of 
the darkness every so often. Once 
the corn maze is conquered, a bus 




One of the murderers waiting to jump out of the darkness at Acres of Terror.
ANDREW JASON • jasonan@mnstate.edu
The ride on the school bus 
weaves through trees, stops on 
railroad tracks and goes through 
ditches. Customers hold on while 
the bus jumps up and down.
“We go through a lot of buses,” 
Plante said. “Fix and repair daily. 
A lot of money goes into the 
suspension and framework.”
Plante has owned the 
schoolhouse for six years and 
has been upgrading it to make it 
scarier. Once there, murderers 
and ghosts jump out of the 
darkness to scare patrons. 
Fear may not be the only 
emotion stirred up at Acres of 
Terror. Customer Jordan Fisher 
pointed out that it was a great 
place to take a first date.
“I can’t count how many times 
she screamed,” Fisher said.
Tickets to Acres of Terror are 
$20. It is located at 108 Highway 
18 S. in Leonard, N.D. To get 
there, take Interstate 94 west to 
exit 331 for Highway 18 and head 
south.
'DRIVE,' BACK PAGE
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not neces-
sarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and 
must include the writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday 
and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Advocate Editorial Board
Last week, the state of Georgia executed 42-year-
old Troy Davis. Davis was the third person 
executed by Georgia this year, and the 35th in the 
United States. He was executed despite significant 
doubt that he was in fact guilty.
No matter how one feels toward capital punishment, 
no one should be comfortable with the idea that 
people who are potentially innocent can be put to 
death. Davis’ conviction was based largely on witness 
testimony, many of whom have recanted their stories. 
Davis had maintained his innocence for the two 
decades since the verdict.
In 2008, 93 percent of all executions took place in five 
countries: China, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United States. We aren’t exactly in great company.
If anything positive can come from the state-sponsored 
killing of a potentially innocent man, it is that we are 
asked to examine our beliefs on the subject. This is 
something we should all take the time to do.
Unless one believes the justice system is infallible, 
the death penalty cannot seem like a good idea. 
Furthermore, even if we could be certain that everyone 
put to death was guilty of the crime they were killed 
for, whether or not the government should have the 
power to kill its citizens is a question worth pondering.
Troy Davis execution 
prompts serious questions
Dear Matt Lech,
I would like to respond 
to your article, “Religious 
Thinking Worthless in 
Politics,” in which you bash 
Governor Perry for suggest-
ing that the theory of evolu-
tion has some gaps in it.  You 
expressed how scary it is that 
this man with “middle-school 
ignorance” could become the 
leader of the free world.  You 
said, “evolution and climate 
change are established sci-
ence” and that members of the 
Republican party who hold 
other views are “championing 
empirically false beliefs.”
As I ponder your article I 
could mention how several 
accomplished scientists such 
as Dr. Guillermo Gonzalez, 
whose work has contributed to 
the discovery of several plan-
ets, argue that the universe was 
intelligently designed. I could 
mention how Dr. Antonino 
Zichichi, former President of 
the European Physical Society 
and discoverer of nuclear anti-
matter, says global warming 
models are “incoherent and 
invalid.” I don’t think that 
either of these men are suffer-
ing from “middle-school igno-
rance.” I could mention how 
many of the great leaders of 
our country’s history have held 
to the “empirically false belief” 
that there is a God. In fact the 
Declaration of Independence 
says “all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable 
rights.” That document was 
penned by the same Thomas 
Jefferson whom you quoted in 
your article.    
I could go into more depth 
with these arguments but the 
main fiber of your article that 
I wish to respond to is your 
attitude of fear at the thought 
of our country having a lead-
er who doubts the theory of 
evolution. I find the thought 
of a staunch evolutionist lead-
ing our country to be infi-
nitely more scary than a leader 
who dares to believe in God. 
Evolution says that human-
ity as we know it is a result 
of billions of years of cosmic 
accidents. We humans are no 
more than a pile of hydrogen 
that miraculously developed 
through mysterious natural pro-
cesses and the purifying power 
of natural selection. There is 
no ornate value in humankind 
because it is a result of the 
same processes that made a 
spider a spider and a pig a 
pig. Survival of the fittest is a 
catalyst of evolution. Weaker 
life forms die out and are over-
taken by higher life forms that 
have developed. There is a 
strong case to be made that 
Hitler just took Darwin’s the-
ory to its philosophical end. 
He was merely weeding out 
those whom he deemed to be 
weaker life forms. Yet you find 
it scary when a politician ques-
tions evolution.    
On the other hand there is 
faith in God as the Creator 
of the universe. He spoke it 
into existence with His Word 
and every aspect of it is was 
intricately designed by Him. 
As the crown of His creation, 
He formed human kind. Each 
human being has value, no mat-
ter how healthy, or strong, or 
old they are because God made 
them in His image. People are 
not the result of billions of 
years of chance; rather they 
have ornate value because they 
are valued by their Creator.  
What motivation does the 
evolutionary theory provide to 
be concerned for the weak and 
endangered of society if its 
primary doctrine is the survival 
of the strong? I will gladly vote 
for a candidate who is willing 
to challenge this destructive 
theory. I will gladly vote for a 
candidate who will view each 
one of the citizens of his coun-




(All letters to the editor are 




f I can be a hypocrite for 
one column, there is too 
much opinion in news. I 
can get away with writing an 
opinion column on how there 
is too much opinion in news 
because my awesome editor 
has a gigantic “Opinion” label 
on this page labeled. You know 
that this is my opinion, and if 
you didn’t, I am telling you 
now that this is opinion. 
I feel that this sacred blatancy 
isn’t being used as often as it 
should. Fox News labels itself 
as Fox News, yet most Fox 
News appears to be far from 
what news is supposed to be. 
I have nothing against 
conservative opinion, but 
I have everything against 
complete disregard of the facts. 
Fox News does not regard the 
facts, from drowning out their 
“guests” to refusing to display 
sources and statistics. 
CNN isn’t safe from scrutiny 
for reporting nothing but 
scandals, Twitter posts from 
random ignorant man-children 
and beating stories to death 
on people in office doing 
something perfectly legal. 
Meanwhile, someone in office 
caught for drunk driving, 
something that is illegal, is 
swept under the rug and never 
discussed in hushed tones — 
disappointing to say the least.
I won’t graze over network 
or company bias, because 
there are arguments that bias 
is everywhere and bias is 
unavoidable. I will wholly and 
utterly pry over the fact that 
there is much more emphasis 
on anything but the facts. 
It is appalling how someone 
can call themselves a news 
network or a news organization 
and report one person’s 
thoughts on a sensitive issue 
without showing a single 
source, number, or quote. When 
they do show a source, they 
will then attack the source as 
unreliable, or hype the source 
up as if it was the word of god, 
and how reliable is that? 
I’m also disgusted that 
Fox News will take Bill Nye, 
who explains everything in a 
calm, concise manner, and the 
“anchor” will denounce him 
as being “confusing to our 
viewers.” 
Apparently, Bill Nye, 
who hosted a Disney show 
explaining elementary science 
to children, is much too high 
brow for Fox News viewers. 
I’m in no position to disagree, 
if I was, then I should be told 
to “Shut up” by Bill O’Reilly 
and that I’m just a socialist. 
You know how an economic 
ideology is completely evil and 
can be completely turned into 
a derogatory term. But you 
know, that’s just my opinion.
An opinion on opinions
Letter to the Editor: 
A response to ‘Religious 
thinking worthless in politics’
Do you need advice? 
About love? 
Or other things?
Get it from 
Meghan Feir. 
Starting next week: 
“Don’t Feir, ask Meghan”
Contact Meghan at 
feirme@mnstate.edu
I




of ink have been used 
to express the view 
that anti-scientific thinking 
is a danger to our future. 
Considerably less ink has been 
used to explain why scientific 
thought is infinitely preferable 
to thought mired in religious 
superstition. The case of 
evolution offers a textbook 
insight into the differences 
between the two ways.
Back in 2008, an anti-
evolution petition entitled 
“A Scientific Dissent From 
Darwinism” reached 761 
names. Many of the signers 
held advanced degrees, and 
about a quarter of the signers 
were biologists. In response to 
this was Project Steve, which 
attempted to receive more 
pro-evolution signatures using 
only scientists with the name 
“Steve,” or a variation thereof 
(Stephanie, Esteban, etc.). 
Project Steve currently has 
1,174 signatures, roughly half 
of whom are biologists.
However, science is about 
the scientific method and not 
petitions. In the more than 150 
years since Darwin’s “The 
Origin of Species,” no theory 
has been more successful 
at making predictions and 
explaining the natural world 
than the theory of evolution. It 
has been attacked throughout 
its lifetime by proponents of 
religions threatened by its 
implications, yet it remains 
the unifying theory of the life 
sciences.
There are a number of ways 
to defend views that differ with 
those of mainstream science. 
The only valid way, however, 
is the scientific method. If 
someone could conduct an 
experiment that disproved 
evolution, and the results of that 
experiment were reproducible, 
that person would be Einstein 
famous. No one has.
Regrettably, most people 
who find their views at odds 
with science don’t do science. 
They do a number of other 
things instead. Taking the anti-
evolution movement as a case 
study, we can get a pretty good 
sampling of invalid arguments. 
(These tactics apply broadly, 
climate change denial and 9/11 
conspiracy theories are other 
examples of irrational thought.)
The first thing to look out for 
is arguments from authority. 
It’s common for an evolution 
or climate-change denier 
to ignore the 99 percent of 
relevant scientists who support 
those theories and instead 
champion the one percent (if 
that) that don’t. This is an 
absurd way to argue, because 
it blatantly motivated by what 
a person wants to believe 
and not what is empirically 
so. Anti-evolution proponents 
cannot name a single person 
who has evidence contradicting 
evolution for the simple reason 
that such a person does not 
exist.
The next thing to watch for 
is what is called “moving the 
goalposts.” In climate change, 
this happened when climate-
change deniers were forced to 
admit that the earth was indeed 
heating and instead claimed 
that the trend isn’t likely to 
be because of us. Once fossil 
records and genetic evidence 
confirmed that life evolved over 
billions of years, “intelligent 
design” was created, which 
states that god is behind the 
observable gradual evolution 
of life. There is no evidence 
that this is the case, though 
many tedious theories have 
been proposed by proponents 
of intelligent design only to 
be summarily rejected after 
reviewing the evidence. I’d be 
delighted to be challenged on 
this point; my email address is 
above.
In order to believe that the 
theories of evolution or climate 
change are false, a person 
has to believe that there is a 
massive conspiracy and that 
at some point the scientific 
community determined to 
cease its rigorous pursuit of 
knowledge and instead actively 
mislead the public. This would 
be the largest conspiracy in 
history and would be easily 
uncovered by simply reviewing 
the science. In case you missed 
it, the so-called “climate-gate” 
scandal has been cleared of any 
wrongdoing.
Along these lines, there is the 
suggestion that science isn’t 
open to new ideas. This is 
demonstrably false. Just last 
week, scientists have found 
evidence that could potentially 
contradict Einstein’s theory of 
relativity. There has been an 
absence of any conspiracy to 
protect Einsteins theory. New 
experiments that challege the 
status quo are what scientists 
live for. It’s how careers are 
made and how Nobel Prizes are 
won. Any biologist would love 
to be remembered as the one 
who took down evolution.
To some, but not all, the 
theory of evolution suggests 
a world without a creator. 
Whether or not this is scary, 
it’s irrelevant to the truth. As 
the brilliant Carl Sagan said, 
“it is far better to grasp the 
Universe as it really is than to 
persist in delusion, however 
satisfying and reassuring.” 
Furthermore, if god is a result 
of mankind’s imagination, so 
are all of the values, morals 
and “reasons to live” that have 
ever been expressed or indeed 
attributed to him. That isn’t 
something to fear, it is — along 
with our modern understanding 
of biology — something to be 
proud of.
“New  experiments that challege the status 
quo are what scientists live for. It’s how 
careers are made and how Nobel Prizes are 
won.”
Illustration by Grant Ertl
Defending the scientific process
C
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busy cities. I wanted to see 
something like, real America. Not 
what they put on a show to make 
money for sales,” Jones said. 
To many Moorhead residents, 
the idea of living in England 
sounds idyllic, a place full of 
history and intrigue. The thought 
of any Englanders wanting to 
experience the Fargo-Moorhead 
area is almost amusing. Larger 
cities seem to be more of a staple 
for world travelers.
However, for students at 
Lincoln University, Moorhead 
was the only option. 
“This was the only university 
that has the exchange,” Jones 
said, “so as soon as we found 
out about it, there was about 40 
people initially interested in it. 
Then, we had another meeting 
and a few less people showed 
up because they realized how 
long we wanted to stay. And, 
then about 12 people went for 
interviews and the five of us were 
selected to go to Moorhead.”
For Coffey, the image of a 
substantial resume was one of 
his main reasons for crossing the 
proverbial pond. 
“It’s cool. It’s really cool,” 
Coffey said, “mostly because it 
would look really good for a job in 
the future that I did an exchange, 
and kind of just to prove to myself 
that I could do it because a lot of 
people applied for it and the five 
of us got it.”
Major differences
The transition of living in 
various parts of England to living 
in Minnesota has proven to be 
extremely different. Some of the 
expectations they carried with 
them have been proven wrong, 
while others still hold true.
With Hollywood promoting a 
stereotypical image of America to 
the world, the Brits were excited 
to taste a slice of real American 
pie — to delve deeper into the 
lives of real Americans and our 
everyday routines.
“It’s a lot different than I 
thought it would be though,” 
Pearson said. “I thought it was 
going to be like, something you 
see on a movie, sort of thing. 
It’s a lot different — smaller. I 
thought it was going to be a lot 
bigger.”  
“We were warned it’s going 
to be different culturally,” Jones 
said. “We would get a culture 
shock. And I think we’re over 
it, we’re a couple weeks into it 
now. But it’s still just different. 
Different politics. Just a different 
way of life.”
School also plays a major role 
in cultural differentiation. 
“I’d say one of the most 
different sort of things from 
a students’ perspective is the 
classes,” Jones said. “Like, we’re 
assessed here almost every week. 
Whereas back home, there’s one 
big assignment for the semester, 
and you’re working towards that 
the entire semester, so there’s 
not anything to really keep you 
focused,” Jones said. “You could 
literally in the last two weeks just 
blast out all the work and still 
get a really good grade, whereas 
here you have to be consistently 
working to get that good grade. 
It’s different.”
Pearson then elaborated on 
what Jones was saying. “Here we 
have tests. Back home we have 
no exams. We don’t have to buy 
any textbooks,” Pearson said.
At Lincoln, they have three 
lectures a week for the entire 
year. Seminars, which include 
about 12 people per group, are 
taught by a tutor and are more 
like a discussion. Then, they 
have workshops – the more 
practical, hands-on portion of 
their schooling. 
“It’s like putting what you’ve 
learned in theory into practice,” 
Jones said.
The structure of the classes 
surprised them, but another aspect 
of college in America was more 
anticipated. Unlike their own 
university in Lincoln, the campus 
here is continually strewn with 
students throughout the school 
year.
“It is a little bit like I expected 
— the whole social side of it 
during the day,” Jones said. 
“Like, our campus back home is, 
like, dead during the day. People 
will literally go to classes and go 
home, whereas here there’s so 
many events on campus, and it’s 
so busy. I was expecting that busy 
side of things.”
The variations in living are, 
for many parts, welcome in their 
eyes. “I prefer it. I’d rather be 
here than in the UK. Everything’s 
completely different,” Coffey 
said. “Like, even when you’re 
walking on the sidewalk, like 
even the slabs of concrete are 
different to us.”
Culture shock
Whether sporting a fake British 
accent or getting up at 5 a.m. to 
watch the Royal Wedding, one 
thing is certain: Many Americans 
have an insatiable fascination with 
Britannia. But, what do actual 
Brits think of this obsession?
“It’s crazy,” Pearson and Jones 
said simultaneously. 
“I think it does attract a lot 
more attention,” said Jones. “I 
think it’s mainly to do with films 
and royalty. There’s been a lot of 
questions about Harry Potter and 
about the queen.”
Another common query from 
fellow students is “Did you go to 
the royal wedding? Did you meet 
the queen?” Pearson said.  
The answer: Of course they 
watched the royal wedding. Who 
didn’t?
“I was at work at the time, but I 
finished just as they were walking 
down the aisle,” Jones said. “I 
ran home to watch it because 
everyone watches it.”
Apart from films and royalty, 
accents play a huge part, if not the 
biggest part in the natural draw 
the British hold on the American 
public. 
“I’d say everyone is a lot 
friendlier over here. I don’t 
know if it’s just ’cause of who 
I am because of my personality 
or because as soon as I speak 
everyone’s like, ‘He’s from 
Britain. We must be friends,’” 
Coffey said. “I kind of feel like 
everyone treats me different 
because I’m from the UK. It’s 
weird.”
In preparation for their journey, 
a few of their professors told them 
what to expect.
“Before we came here, we were 
told that everyone would treat us 
differently. ‘No one will really 
bother about where you come 
from — it’ll just be the Brit.’ 
Then he kind of looked at me and 
said, ‘Except for you. You live 
where the Beatles lived and stuff, 
so that way they’ll know where 
you’re from.’ I thought they’d get 
over it in a week,” said Coffey, a 
resident of Crosby, a town near 
Liverpool.
Fellow students have even 
stopped them, asking if they are 
in acting classes after hearing 
them speak and are astounded to 
discover they are actual residents 
of the United Kingdom.
However, Americans are not 
the only people fascinated by 
unordinary accents.
“It would be, like, a similar 
situation if an American came 
to England. They would be 
swamped just the same,” Jones 
said. “Definitely, like, the accent 
would be like, ‘Where you from?’ 
The majority are fascinated by it 
and just love it.” 
Coffey presented a humorous 
hypothesis as to why Americans 
are so captivated by England, 
crumpets, tea time and all. 
“I don’t know. Maybe because 
you beat us in the war and you got 
rid of us, and you kind of miss us 
a bit. So, maybe you’re just upset, 
a little upset that you don’t got us 
anymore.”
An experience to 
remember
If they could take anything 
back, their stay here would not be 
under consideration. 
“Meeting new people” topped 
their list of reasons of why their 
stay has been so worthwhile and 
unforgettable.
“It’s definitely like the best 
experience of our lives, and we’re 
so glad we came. We’ll remember 
it the rest of our lives,” Jones 
said. “Definitely the best decision 
we made to have come here.”
The students are trying to 
prolong their stay as long as 
possible. Though they originally 
planned on staying but a semester 
here, they are attempting to extend 
their visit for the following spring 
semester as well. 
Plans for permanent residency 
are even a future possibility for 
one of them.
“As soon as I finish university, 
I want to try to like, move out 
here,” Coffey said. “I actually 
really like it here. I like the way 
it’s so quiet around here. It’s just 
that chill. If I was back in the UK, 
I’d be so jealous of anyone who’d 
come over here and was doing 
this. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.”
If Lincoln University allows 
them to stay, plans will be in 
order to enjoy — or get through 
— a Minnesota winter.
Pearson plans on snowboarding 
while Jones is determined to ski 
while being pulled from a car.  
“Yeah, we brought coats, didn’t 
we?” Pearson asked Jones.
Christopher Jones (left) and Jake Coffey holding very seasonal gifts.
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
daysofourmeghan.blogspot.com
BRITISH, FROM FRONT
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There are a lot of responsibilities 
that come along with getting a 
student ID – classwork, tuition 
payments, student loan debt for 
the next decade or so and the 
stress of juggling school and 
work responsibilities.
There is one nice perk 
though: student discounts. Many 
businesses hope to draw the 
patronage of the cash-strapped 
college crowd by offering their 
services at lower costs to those 
who can show college IDs.
A variety of types of businesses 
offer discounts, from restaurants 
to gyms and spas, so remember 
to always ask at the register. The 
worst that happens is you hear 
“No” – but you might save some 
money.
Restrictions apply on most 
deals, such as not combining 
the discount with other coupons 
or advertised discounts. Most 
businesses won’t let you use your 
discount to buy gift cards either.
The following are a few local 
businesses that offer student 
discounts:
Fry’n Pan – 300 Main 
Avenue, Suite 300, Fargo. Get 10 
percent off your bill with student 
ID.
China Buffet – 3246 
Highway 10 East, Moorhead. On 
Wednesday, students buy one 
dinner buffet get the second for 
half price.
MATBUS – The bus’ U-Pass 
Program offers unlimited free 
rides to MSUM students, faculty 
and staff. Just swipe your Dragon 
ID when you board the bus.
Cousins Subs – 702 North 
University Drive. Receive 10 
percent off your bill with student 
ID.
Sweet Banana Spa – 1450 25th 
St. S., Fargo. Take 20 percent off 
any service with valid student ID.
King House Buffet – 122 
Broadway, Fargo. Get a discount 
on your check when you present 
your student ID.
Snap Fitness – 814 30th 
Ave. S., Moorhead. Student 
memberships are $25 per month 
at the Moorhead location only. 
Must show student ID.
Bottle Barn – 1314 First 
Avenue North, Moorhead. All 
college students, faculty and 
staff receive 20 percent off entire 
purchase with college ID on 
Mondays. You must also show an 
ID proving you are 21 years old 
or older.
Fargo Moorhead Community 
Theatre – 333 Fourth Street S., 
Fargo. Students receive a reduced 
ticket rate. Price depends on 
the show and whether ticket is 
purchased in advance or at the 
door.
Theatre B – 716 Main Avenue, 
Fargo. Student flex passes (good 
for admission to four shows 
during the season) are $25 –
compared to $70 for an adult flex 
pass. Individual student tickets 
are $10 a show.
Local businesses aren’t the 
only ones who offer deals for 
students. Some national clothing 
chains offer discounts, so be sure 
to ask at the register.
Some restaurant chains also 
have college nights or discount 
deals. Check their website for 
info – it may also have some 
coupons you can use to save some 
dough on dinner.
Here are a few other ways to 
save:
Amazon Student: Join 
Amazon.com’s Amazon Student 
program and you get all the 
benefits of the $70 Amazon Prime 
membership – including free two-
day shipping on all your orders –
for six months, all without paying 
a dime. You’ll need to sign up 
using your .edu e-mail address.
Student Advantage: This 
paid membership card costs $20 
a year, but it offers discounts 
at popular retailers including 
Target.com, Greyhound, Amtrak, 
T-Mobile, Barnes & Noble.com, 
Pearle Vision and Toshiba Direct.
Apple: The Apple Store offers 
discounted Macs, iPads, iPods 
and more to college students.
Check out the discounts at store.
apple.com. Other computer 
manufacturers including Dell 
and HP have deals, and software 
companies such as Adobe and 
Microsoft offer student packages 
too, so check for deals before you 
buy.
Car insurance: Most car 
insurance providers offer a “good 
student” discount where you get 
money off your insurance for 
getting above a certain GPA. Call 
your insurance agent for more 
information and to find out if your 
grades qualify.
Online shopping: Use online 
coupon codes to save on Internet 
purchases. Use sites such as 
retailmenot.com to search for 
codes that give you a percentage 
off your total purchase, free 
shipping or other discounts.
Check out ebates.com to get 
money back on things you buy 
online.
Bar food is very much like 
birthday cake in the sense that 
what is eaten is less important than 
where it’s eaten. The atmosphere, 
whether it’s a bar or a birthday 
party, can make average food 
taste heavenly. Labby’s Grill and 
Bar will be familiar to anyone 
with this experience of bar food.
Located within shouting 
distance of the Fargodome, 
Labby’s is deep within NDSU 
Bison territory. Luckily, these 
sorts of boundaries only exist in 
the imagination of sports fans, 
and I felt perfectly safe eating 
there.
Those in search of a nice setting 
for an afternoon conversation 
with beer instead of coffee will 
enjoy Labby’s. The afternoon 
clientele seems to be four or 
five quiet older men, the type of 
“regulars” who quickly become 
part of the décor. Conversations 
held at this time have the privilege 
of being sound-tracked by classic 
rock radio, and conversing over 
The Rolling Stones is enough to 
make anyone feel slightly cooler 
than they would otherwise.
Labby’s has just about any 
barroom pastime a person 
could ask for: billiards, darts, 
shuffleboard, blackjack and 
roulette by my count. This means 
that should conversation dry up, 
you can feel free to gamble or 
pretend to enjoy any of the games 
above.
The hamburgers at Labby’s 
can’t really compete with any of 
Fargo’s burger heavyweights like 
JL Beers or Smashburger.
Labby’s does do bacon better 
than any of those places; Labby’s 
bacon is so delicious it’s almost 
suspicious, and it easily outdoes 
the burger it is perched on. The 
burger baskets also don’t tarry 
traveling from kitchen to table, 
and the service as a whole was 
lovely.
Overall, Labby’s is unlikely to 
be anyone’s favorite place to eat, 
but for the occasional pint and 




Labby’s barks up beer, bacon, burgers
Businesses offer student discounts
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
Labby’s Grill & Bar is located across the street from the Fargodome, off 19th Ave. 
North and University Drive.
To read more from this writer, 
view his blog at 
mattlech.blogspot.com
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Businesses help students save money by sending out advertisements with 
coupons. 
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
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Students Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live 
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep 
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or 
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org
• Saturday and Sunday staff needed. Earn wage plus
differential 
Access of the Red River Valley
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and interpreting sustainable 
policies. The energy sustainability 
gets back into the “supply side” 
of the program.
“Most schools go for focusing 
on energy sustainability, what we 
call ‘the supply side’: solar, wind, 
biomass and so on. And there’s 
also the conservation side, which 
not very many people focus on but 
it is by far the most important and 
will give us the most immediate 
savings,” Jacobs said.
The curriculum helps define 
the sustainability of human 
institutions, organizations, 
cultures and technologies among 
diverse environments. The 
knowledge of these particular 
aspects opens the door to jobs 
that serve the growing green 
economy.
In a 2008 report for the 
Minnesota Green Jobs Task 
Force, GSP Consulting found that 
the green jobs market appears 
only to be growing. Minnesota’s 
projection showed the number of 
green jobs will reach 55,025 by 
the year 2020. For example, air 
pollution control is a multi-billion 
dollar industry and employs 
around 85,000 workers in high-
skill, high-paying jobs. Waste 
management and remediation 
services are expected to grow 5.3 
percent annually until the market 
is expected to reach $109 billion 
in the year 2012.
About two years ago, President 
Edna Szymanski wanted to hire a 
sustainability coordinator. Dennis 
Jacobs currently fills that role 
and helped put a sustainability 
program together at MSUM. The 
Sustainable Campus Initiative 
Committee is a student-run 
committee funded by the $3 per 
semester sustainability fee to the 
program in making the campus 
more sustainable. One project 
they have done is helping power 
the electric powered vehicles 
for Public Safety. They also are 
trying to make MSUM a plastic-
free campus by encouraging 
students to refill their own bottles.
Last spring this program went 
through MnSCU and there are 
currently four students who 
came to MSUM because of it. 
However, the university will be 
actively recruiting in hopes of 
getting a large number of students 
in the Sustainability Program.
“The green jobs are expanding 
much faster than any other area 
of employment in the country,” 
Jacobs said. “Just like any other 
job, you either work for somebody 
else and get a decent salary or 
you can form your own business 
and try make more money or 
whatever you want to do. We are 
preparing students for the green 
job economy; that’s basically a 
big part of this.”
Speaking about aliens
Aliens were the topic of 
discussion as an Oxford professor 
entertained the audience with a 
lively lecture Sept. 21.
Dr. Allan Chapman, historian 
of science and medicine at Oxford 
University, England, presented his 
annual lecture while at MSUM to 
promote Eurospring, the signature 
two-month study abroad program.
In his lecture titled “Aliens: Fact, 
Fiction and Fallacy,” Chapman 
spoke about the modern fascination 
with aliens and how the idea of life 
on other worlds has changed over 
the past 400 years. 
“I don’t like to talk about boring 
subjects,” said Chapman, who 
views lecturing as a dynamic art.
Chapman chose the topic of 
aliens because it ties in with the 
theme for Eurospring 2012: the 
Renaissance, which is the time 
period when the idea of life on 
other worlds first came about. 
Promoting Eurospring
As the academic director of 
Eurospring, Chapman also spoke 
at two informational meetings for 
students interested in the program. 
Eurospring runs from mid-March 
to mid-May and gives students the 
opportunity to study in Europe 
while earning 12 upper-division 
credits. Students spend five weeks 
studying at Wycliffe Hall in 
Oxford, England. Then, they take 
a three-week tour of Europe. This 
year the tour will include Paris, 
Fontainebleau, Avignon, Pisa, 
Florence, Rome, Venice, Prague, 
Rothenburg and Amsterdam. 
“As I’ve done Eurospring, 
I’ve probably had well over 
2,000 young Minnesotans in the 
program,” Chapman said. “They 
often say the program changed 
their life. They would often say it 
gave them confidence, stimulus, 
intellectual curiosity and the 
exhilarating experience of living in 
another country.”
Chapman has been involved 
with Eurospring since it first 
started more than 30 years ago. 
He is responsible for directing the 
program and presenting all the 
main lectures.  
Chapman also accompanies 
the students on four field trips 
to Stonehenge, the City of Bath, 
Portsmouth Dockyard Museum 
and a performance at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 
Eurospring is the whole package, 
said Chapman. It gives students a 
completely protected environment, 
but all teaching is done by 2:30 
p.m. everyday, so students also get 
to go out on their own and explore. 
Students explore
“We had very intelligent 
professors at Oxford, and they take 
you on a rollercoaster through your 
mind,” said Brittany Valentien, a 
junior math education major who 
went on Eurospring last semester. 
She said her favorite part was just 
exploring everything.  
Students are given a four-day 
spring holiday, which gives them 
another opportunity to explore and 
travel on their own. 
Cassandra Anderson, a junior 
bio-chemistry and bio-technology 
major, participated in Eurospring 
last semester and traveled to 
Scotland over her spring holiday.
“The landscapes on Isle of Skye 
were just breathtaking,” she said. 
Blake Loyland, a junior mass 
communications major, also 
enjoyed exploring when she went 
on Eurospring last semester. She 
recalled seeing the Eiffel Tower lit 
up at night, sitting on the rooftop 
starring at the stars in Rome and 
soaking up the beauty of Prague. 
“Eurospring is an eye-opening 
opportunity where you get to 
experience things that you wouldn’t 
have the chance to if you didn’t go,” 
BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu
Chapman promotes Eurospring to prospective students
SUSTAINABILITY, 
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Bus promoting sustainability on campus.
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played by Nick Kaspari, who is not 
only an important character in the 
show but is also the voice of the 
audience and works as a narrator. 
The cast is having fun putting the 
show together, and they think that 
the audience will enjoy it just as 
much. 
“I like the script and it has such 
good music,” Schmitz said.
Not only is the musical fun, 
the show also touches on some 
historical issues.
“It’s an interesting perspective 
of Germany in the 1930s. It’s 
historical and emotional,” said 
Christie. Kaspari added, saying, 
“This musical shows what German 
people were going through at the 
time.”
Another part of the show the cast 
believes people will enjoy is how 
relatable the characters are. Schmitz 
explained that her character is fun to 
play, but it can be difficult because 
her character, Sally, is so emotional 
and her moods change drastically.
“She is spunky, independent and 
is always trying to find the next best 
thing,” Schmitz said.
Olson thinks many college 
students will be able to relate to 
his character as he addresses his 
sexuality and deals with many other 
tough decisions that people have to 
deal with throughout their life. 
“‘Cabaret’ is symbolic to life … it 
should be on people’s priority list to 
see it,” Olson said.
Performances began last night 
at 7:30 and will continue at this 
time through Oct. 1 on the Gaede 
Stage. There are also two matinee 
performances on Oct. 1 and 2 at 2 
p.m. 
Tickets are free for MSUM 
students with a college ID. For other 
students it is $10, $15 for school 
staff and alumni and $20 for adults. 
Stop at the box office in the Center 
for the Arts to buy tickets.
Isaac Sletto was on his way to a 
live-action role-playing event and 
ended up in a live action car wreck.
Sletto, an MSUM freshman,  and 
his friends, Megan Hoff, Robert 
Kappelhoff and Bobby Nesvold 
from Crookston were on their way to 
South Dakota to take part in a LARP 
event, where participants take on 
fantasy roles and wage battles, akin 
to a civil war re-enactment for the 
“World of Warcraft” crowd.
Hoff picked up Sletto on Friday 
for the weekend quest and two-and-
a-half hours into their trip, the group 
began to see white smoke coming 
into the car.
Hoff pulled over to the left side 
of I-29 immediately and checked 
under the hood with her passengers, 
where they noticed a small fire 
rising on the engine.
Kappelhoff pulled out his water 
bottle and tried emptying it on the 
engine with no luck.
The group backed off the car 
and “freaked out,” Sletto said. He 
focused on turning on his cellphone 
and calling 911.
Kappelhoff opened the trunk and 
began tossing out belongings to 
keep them safe.
“Megan was crying and yelling at 
Robert to get away from the back of 
the car,” Sletto said. “I’m talking to 
this 911 operator trying to tell them 
what’s going on, at this same time 
Robert and Bobby have this great 
idea that they should run down the 
interstate and go get help. As soon 
as they’re gone, I see them again in 
this car with this couple. And they 
said they were able to flag down an 
ambulance.”
The 911 operator Sletto was 
speaking to was able to send a state 
trooper to their aid soon.  The officer 
was able to block off the left lane of 
traffic, and “there was traffic was 
backed up about an hour and a half, 
two hours.”
Sletto said all he and his friends 
could do was watch the car burn 
from a distance, and listen to the 
pops of deodorant cans, the four 
tires and eventually the explosion of 
a propane tank in the trunk.
A fire truck arrived and put the 
fire out, but the car was already 
totaled, along with many of other 
items, an iPod, some tents, four 
backpacks full of clothes, and the 
entire haul of LARP equipment — 
several fake swords and some fake 
spell equipment.
“I can use the excuse, ‘Hey my 
homework started on fire,’” Sletto 
said.
“Bobby has a new respect for 
life,” Sletto said. “I don’t know 
how meaningful that is coming 
from a 16-year-old. Robert still feels 
horrible that he only saved his stuff. 
Megan’s kind of in a funk like ‘Oh I 
don’t have a car.’ My main concern 
was to get everyone away from that 
thing. After that and we were safe, 
I just wanted to watch it explode, 
which it never did. You have to 
make sure everyone is okay, then 
worry about everything else.”
“There were jerks who drove 
past us very slowly, and they were 
recording us. I felt that was mean,” 
Sletto said. “We’re looking for the 
videos on YouTube. If you see a 





Student survives flaming car wreck
CABARET, FROM FRONT
To read more from this writer, 
view his blog at mattjbeckman.
blogspot.com
Submitted photo by Isaac Sletto
With new diets and health 
plans popping up every day, it’s 
difficult to know which ones 
really work.   
There are many aspects of a 
diet to take into consideration: 
the cost, the pay-off, the side 
effects, the time input, etc. Many 
people try diet after diet because 
the cost is too high, they don’t 
see results or because it takes too 
much of their time. But, some 
people are lucky enough to find 
a diet that fits their lifestyle. 
Kelly Zimmer, a 20-year-
old  MSUM student, is one 
of those lucky people. After 
trying everything from Weight 
Watchers to caffeine pills, she 
finally found a diet that works 
for her: the HCG diet.
According to www.
GreenHCG.com, the weight-
loss plan consists of HCG drops 
and a 500-calorie diet. It is 
broken down into three phases 
including the loading phase, 
the maintenance phase and the 
stabilization phase. 
Zimmer had tried several other 
diet plans, but cravings always 
won, and she never saw the 
results she wanted. 
“It takes so long to see results 
and after two weeks without 
results, you’re like ‘screw this,’” 
Zimmer said. 
After seeing several family 
members each lose a significant 
amount of weight on the HCG 
diet, Zimmer figured she would 
give it a try. 
“It helps when you see family 
and see the results,” Zimmer 
said. “Especially my mom, she’s 
tried every diet and this one 
worked.” 
Zimmer started the diet in 
the middle of August and has 
already lost 19.5 pounds. She 
takes 15 drops two to three times 
a day, depending on her sleeping 
schedule. She is almost to the 
Locals try hand at dieting strategies
DIETS, BACK PAGE
Isaac Sletto





Steve Laqua, new head football 
coach, is coaching his team both 
on and off the field.
Beginning as a graduate 
assistant at NDSU in 2002, 
Laqua eventually coached the 
Shanley High School football 
team in Fargo from 2007 to 2010. 
However, he knew he wanted 
to get back in the college game. 
Laqua was encouraged to look at 
the position at MSUM. With five 
children all under the age of 8 and 
a wife at home, he felt the move 
was right for his family.
After winning their 
homecoming game Saturday 
against Minnesota-Crookston, 
MSUM is 2-2.
“It felt really good to win 
again,” said Logan Werlinger, the 
Dragons’ 22-year-old defensive 
back. “The team morale is a little 
different. People aren’t so quick 
to give up.”
Werlinger said the team was 
very welcoming to the new coach, 
though there are definite changes 
in the way the team is run.
“I think it’s just how you 
approach practice everyday,” said 
Laqua. “Maybe the biggest one 
that caught them off guard, you 
know, if there’s a player, or coach 
for that matter, that swears on the 
practice field, it’s five pushups.
On the surface, it’s obviously for 
better language and what not. The 
big picture of it is, you know what 
the rule is, you’ve got to follow 
the rule, and if you’re not going to 
follow the rule, then you have to 
hold yourself accountable.”
The MSUM football team is 
not the only group to experience 
the unique coaching style that 
Laqua employs. Isaac Olson, 
a 21-year-old MSUM senior, 
played football at Shanley High 
School in Fargo while Laqua 
coached there. 
“He’s a hard-hat and lunch pail 
kind of coach,” Olson said. “He 
doesn’t do it for the big bucks. 
He coaches because he loves 
football.”
Laqua said one of the biggest 
challenges for the current season 
is the health of the team. Because 
the team doesn’t have very large 
numbers, any injury greatly 
affects them. Coach Laqua has 
had to juggle some players around 
to compensate for injured ones.
Laqua, Werlinger and Olson 
all have high hopes for the future 
of Dragon football. Werlinger 
said though getting used to the 
new coaching style has been 
a challenge, long term there 
is potential to return to being 
a conference championship-
winning team.
Though his coaching career 
spans less than a decade, Laqua 
brings a new attitude and a new 
philosophy to both Moorhead’s 
football team and the campus for 
his players.
“If your buddy is standing next 
to you and he hears you swear, 
if he can’t hold you accountable 
to do your pushups and call you 
out, well then he’s not going 
to do that on the field, in the 
classroom, on a Saturday night,” 
Laqua said. “We’re not going to 
make it anywhere if we can’t hold 
ourselves and hold each other 
accountable. Then we are just 




Football coach brings new philosophy
It has been more than two 
months since MSUM athletic 
director Doug Peters stated in a 
press conference that the Dragon 
athletic department was exploring 
the possibility of adding a 
Division-I hockey program, and 
it seems as though the program is 
on track to being a reality.
“We’re making great progress,” 
Peters said, referring to the 
department’s goal of reaching 
$37 million toward the hockey 
program.
This goal is being reached 
primarily through private 
donations. 
“The important thing for us is 
that there would be no risk to the 
taxpayer or the tuition dollar,” 
Peters said.
After the $37 million goal is 
reached, the next step actually 
consists of multiple steps.
“There are actually several 
things moving at once,” Peters 
said. “First and foremost is going 
through the MnSCU system and 
the NCAA (National Collegiate 
Athletic Association). Next is 
conference affiliation.”
The topic on conference 
affiliation is complicated, as five 
teams from the Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association will join 
the newly formed National 
Collegiate Hockey Conference 
and two teams intend to join the 
Big Ten conference in the 2013-
2014 season. With loss of seven 
teams, the WCHA will, most 
likely, look to add new teams to 
keep the conference competitive. 
It is also possible that the NCHC 
would be interested in adding 
other teams to its ranks.
According to Peters, the 
benefits of a D-I hockey program 
are abundant. 
“It’s a return on an investment. 
All this money is being raised and 
it will be nice to see money being 
brought in by this investment.” 
Other benefits Peters mentioned 
were another means of rebranding 
the institution and providing 
another opportunity for students. 
A key issue is keeping fans 
interested in the event that 
the teams — both men’s and 
women’s — are not successful at 
the start. But, according to Peters, 
a portion of the money being 
raised will go to coaching staff 
and scholarships.
“Our goal is to put the most 
competitive team that we can on 
the ice right away,” Peters said.
Updates on the Dragon D-I 






KAITLYN TESKE • teskeka@mnstate.edu
Coach Laqua started his first season with Dragon football.
MSUM football managed to 
pull off a 29-22 victory over 
the University of Minnesota, 
Crookston in the Dragons’ 
homecoming game on Saturday. 
Senior linebacker Jeff Schuette 
led the Dragon defense with 16 
tackles in what turned out to be an 
offensive affair. He also forced a 
fumble on Crookston’s freshman 
quarterback A.J. Barge that junior 
safety Tyler Brody recovered to 
seal a Dragon victory.
Senior quarterback Kevin Koch 
completed 16 of 30 passes for 
215 yards and two touchdowns. 
He also ran the ball for 45 yards. 
Senior wide receiver Kendall 
Hendon pulled in five receptions 
for 71 yards, and he and senior 
wide receiver Alex Leach were 
on the receiving end of Koch’s 
touchdown passes. Senior running 
back E’boni Lucius-West carried 
the ball 15 times and ran for 103 
yards and two touchdowns.
Junior running back Richard 
Haley carried the Golden Eagles, 
rushing for 237 yards on 43 carries. 
Barge managed to complete eight 
of 14 passes for 48 yards.
With his performance, Schuette 
was named NSIC defensive player 
of the week.
The win was only the second 
overtime victory in MSUM 
football history.
With the win, the Dragons 
brought their win percentage to 
.500, moving to 2-2 overall and 
1-2 in the NSIC. The Dragons will 
match up against the defending 
NCAA Division II national 
champion University of Minnesota 
Duluth on Saturday. 
Visit msumdragons.com for 
more information.




Health/Fitness Tip of the Week
Dragons celebrate homecoming with OT win
STRENGTHEN YOUR LEGS
Do lunges in reverse. This forces your front leg to 
work throughout the entire exercise. Use the same 
movement pattern as in a traditional lunge, but step 
backward instead of forward.
LINDSAY ANDERSON • andersonlin@mnstate.edu
Source: menshealth.com
Senior defensive back Logan Werlinger holds his helmet in celebration of the 29-22 victory during the homecoming game.
The Advocate Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011
I may or may not have spent most of my college tuition money on 
video games and energy drinks. So in my attempt to save some 
cash, I’ve gotten wise to the coupon craze. 
Look who’s getting 20% off ___________at Paradiso. 







 line to cash in your saving
s.
Just fill in the blank below with your favorite menu item.








Pass the FAA Knowledge
(computer) test in just two 
days.
SAT: 8am-6pm. SUN: 8am-
6pm
October 8 and 9, 2011 
Live Instruction.Using Power 
Point
presentations, photos,
animations and FAA 
test images specifically
created for the accelerated
training environment.
No materials or prep required.
FAA Wings credits available
Hilton Garden Inn
4351 17th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58125
$99
To register for this course:
  Aviation Instructor and 
Management Seminars, Inc.
    810 Elmwood Place






an eye. It’s almost a shame we 
don’t get to learn more about 
these characters and the other 
supporting roles, but this is a film 
that revels in the silence.
The stillness of this film didn’t 
always engage me. For long 
periods of this film, Gosling 
drives around, not saying a word. 
Even when the plot heats up and 
the body count rises, the film 
keeps to a relatively slow burn. 
The visual style of Nicolas Refn 
is beautifully crafted, but often 
comes before the story. 
Refn and cinematographer 
Newton Thomas Sigel really 
did a fantastic job together. The 
look of this film is wonderful 
to behold, but it means you are 
often observing the film, instead 
of being pulled in. The parts that 
did engage me were the bursts 
of violence, and those were very 
effective. Also, the score and 
music choices (’80s again) are 
fantastic and do a lot to set the 
tone of the film.
This film is not for everyone. 
No matter how it looks in the 
trailers, “Drive” is not a high-
octane reboot of “The Fast 
and The Furious.” Despite its 
B-movie plot about gangsters 
and car chases, this is a slow, 
meditative film that mixes moody 
romance with shocking violence. 
It’s an acquired taste and takes an 
appreciation of an offbeat style to 
enjoy it. But no matter what, this 
is one of the most interesting and 
unique films of the year.
‘DRIVE,’ FROM PAGE 3
Public Safety has made many 
changes from last year, including 
increased student safety and 
improved parking. 
Formerly known as Campus 
Security, Public Safety is now 
one unit. They have 12 student 
workers and four supervisors, 
eight of which are new hires. 
Public Safety changed their 
training program to include more 
structure and instituted a week of 
basic training in August. 
Public Safety will be taking 
over emergency management this 
year, which includes fire drills 
in the dorms and buildings on 
campus. They have also taken 
over locks and keys on campus 
trying to find ways to make 
things safer and more secure. 
MSUM Public Safety has also 
met with the heads of Public 
Safety at NDSU and Concordia 
and will have radio contact with 
Concordia Public Safety. 
Some of the changes this 
year include parking, which 
has been simplified in attempt 
to make it easier for students. 
An example of this is with new 
parking lot signs. Public Safety 
has worked to improve student 
parking being more lenient and 
forgiving. However, students 
must pay tickets within ten days 
or a late fee will be added. If 
more tickets remain unpaid then 
the car will receive a boot. Public 
Safety has new software that will 
alert officers to unpaid tickets on 
vehicles.
When cold weather comes, 
Public Safety officers request that 
students move vehicles around 
to give maintenance workers a 
chance to remove snow from the 
parking lot. Public Safety does 
provide jump starts for vehicles, 
but reminds students not to abuse 
the privilege. 
Another change Public Safety 
is making on a program where 
students and faculty can list 
valuables, such as laptops and 
Xboxes. In the case that something 
is stolen, the police will have 
an easier time recovering and 
returning such items. There are 
15 to 20 thefts on campus per 
year.
Public Safety has also started 
a program called Missing 
Person. In the case that a student 
goes missing, this system can 
help Public Safety find them 
faster. Students can enter their 
information into the system 
by going to the public safety 
website. Public Safety also offers 
free fingerprinting, while the jail 
will charge $10.
Most students appreciate the 
safe environment on campus. 
Public Safety officer Mitch 
Osland said, “We see less 
vandalism, less assaults, just 
everything with that zero-
tolerance policy of ours, again, 
we just see less criminal activity. 
Hopefully the students that are 
here to learn, and don’t like the 
noise at two, three in the morning 
are appreciating our efforts.” 
MSUM is a safe campus and 
this is largely in part to the hard 
work of Public Safety. This year 
will consist of many changes. 
Public Safety director Greg 
Lemke said that more crime 
prevention and positive outreach 
with students will be a big push 
for Public Safety. Students are 
encouraged to attend open forums 
for Public Safety. In previous 
years, there has been zero student 
attendance. If students have any 
questions concerning safety, 
parking or other concerns, they are 
encouraged to contact the Public 
Safety office at 218.477.2449. 
Interested in writing or 
photographing for 
The Advocate?
Meet us at our meetings every 
Monday at noon





Loyland said. “You get to meet 
awesome people, see beautiful, 
amazing things and learn more 
about the rest of the world.”
Eurospring gives students 
an opportunity to grow as a 
person. It allows students to 
gain confidence, and it opens 
their eyes to new ideas. 
“It helped open my mind to 
other ways of doing things, 
occasionally, better ways of 
doing things,” said Anderson. 
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity that you can’t 
pass up,” Valentien said. 
“Everybody should sign-up.”
The application deadline for 
Eurospring 2012 is Oct. 28. 
Any student in their 
sophomore year or higher with 
at least a 2.5 GPA is eligible 
to participate. Orientation 
sessions held throughout the 
semester will provide students 
with more information and help 
prepare them for the program. 
For more information, 
please visit www.mnstate.edu/
studyabroad or contact Janet 
Haak at 218.477.2996.
third phase of the diet, where she 
will raise her daily calorie intake 
to about 1,500 and hopefully do 
more exercise, she said. 
Her goal is to lose 60 lbs. and 
to continue eating healthier. 
Zimmer recommends the HCG 
diet to people who have been 
trying to lose weight for a long 
time. “If you just want to lose 
10 pounds, this isn’t for you,” 
she said, adding that you can’t 
exercise on the diet because of 
the extremely low calorie intake. 
Tressa Granrud, a 47-year-
old financial analyst and Fargo 
native, is taking another route 
to lose weight. Granrud is doing 
Weight Watchers and pairing 
healthy eating with a lot of 
exercise. 
This is the second time Granrud 
has used the Weight Watchers’ 
point system to track her food, 
but it’s the first time she has gone 
to the meetings. 
“I’m going to meetings and 
learning more and seeing what 
works for them,” Granrud said. 
“You have more accountability.”
Granrud started her new health 
plan back in April after a doctor’s 
visit revealed that she had 
extremely high blood pressure.
“My doctor said the EKG 
showed I had had a heart attack,” 
Granrud said. “He put me on 
blood pressure medicine and 
cholesterol (medicine) and said I 
needed to lose weight now.” 
Granrud is taking the health 
plan serious and changing her 
eating and exercise habits. She’s 
been making little changes like 
replacing late night ice cream 
with fruit and using online tools 
to see what the healthier choices 
are at restaurants. 
“I am more conscious of what 
I’m eating,” Granrud said. “I even 
bought a scale to weigh foods.”
Granrud recommends that 
people change the way they think 
about food and change their 
habits, so they don’t gain weight 
back again. But if you want a 
bowl of ice cream every once in 
a while, go for it, she said. 
“If you deprive yourself, you 
are less likely to stay on the 
plan,” Granrud said. 
Everyone has different ideas 
about the right way to lose 
weight, but these ladies have each 
found a plan that works for them, 
and they are sticking to it. 
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